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cI?.cfugee Sponsorship group
Early in 2016, a few members from two Comox Valley

Churches were talking about the refugee tragedy that was

dominating the headlines around the world: from that

conversation grew the plan to sponsor 1 or more families to come

to our beautiful Comox Valley. That group is now called Safehaven:

Refugee Sponsorship Group and the group is working through the

government-approved Sponsorship Agreement Holder, the Inter

Cultural Association of Greater Victoria (ICA). You can view their

history, mandate and structure at their detailed website

icavictoria.org.

We have a bank account at the Coastal Community Credit Union

with 3 Trustees. The account is stand alone, transparent and

auditable. To date we have raised approximately $65,000.00 and

will continue to fundraise issuing tax receipts when requested.

We have an online refugee donation link established on St.

George’s United website at stgeorgesunited.com and we now have

a Facebook page under Safehaven: Refugee Sponsorship Group

with a donation link. We will be sponsoring several fundrisers

over the next 6 months so please watch the newspapers

ESTIMATED BuDGET*

We have entered into a contractual agreement with the CA to

sponsor a Syrian family of 7 who are “sheltering” in Turkey. The

family is composed of a widowed Mother with 4 children (ages

12,10,8, and 4) and the grandparents 63 and 70. The below budget

reflects the size of this family. To show their commitment, the ICA

is supporting our fundraising effort with a contribution of

$5,000.00 and we are truly grateful.

The Safehaven Team consists of 18 ordinary Comox Valley

residents who have agreed to be part of an extraordinary event,

the rescue of this family who fled during the Syrian civil war from

northern Syria.



For a refugee family of 7 — for a period of one year, the budget
• provides a very rough estimate, with many built-in assumptions.

Assumptions include that all furnishings, appliances, phones and
computers as well as some clothing will be donated.

EXPENSES Monthly Annual
Accommodation/Utilities $1,800 $21,600
Food and Essentials $1,200 $14,400
Clothing $ 2,100
Discretionary Spending $ 200 $ 2,400
Transportation $ 308 $ 3,696
Phones and Internet $ 3,000
Repayment of Travel loan** $ 5,500
Other misc. $ 5,200
Sundry Extras: (School Supplies, Furniture, Medical, etc.) $ 4,000
Canada Child Benefit* (Paid directly to the mother) ($12,000)

TOTAL ANNUAL $49,896

*The above budget takes into consideration a partial amount for the
Canada Child Benefit that the family of the mother is expected to receive.
** The Canadian Gov’t bills refugees for air flights. This bill can be as high
as $15,000. The balance after the $5,500.00 above will come from any
overage we receive above the budget total.

How TO DONATE:

• Directly to St George’s United, Comox United, Cumberland
United or Living Hope Alliance Church. Ensure your
donation is marked for Safehaven or Refugee group.
Comox Presbyterian and the Unitarian church have
provided financial support and resources.

• Through St George’s website: stgeorgesunited.com.
• Through Savehaven: Refugee Support Group’s Facebook

page.
• At any fundraiser.

We thank you in advance for your consideration of this worthy
cause! We will be holding public meetings over the next few
months looking for more volunteers to help with the settlement of
this family. Volunteers will be under the direction of the 18 Team
Members (who have signed the legal contract with the CA) on
whom the decisions and responsibilities fall. If you wish to be
actively involved, you can email garycstevenson@msn.com




